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July 2, 2010

The Honorable Lisa Jackson
Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator Jackson:

We are very concerned about the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
decision in the Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) and Title V Greenhouse Gas
Tailoring Rule to consider the emissions from biomass combustion the same as emissions from
fossil fuels.

EPA’s decision contradicts long-standing U.S. policy, as well as the agency’s own
proposed Tailoring Rule. Emissions from the combustion of biomass are not included in the
Department of Energy’s voluntary greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reporting guidelines and
neither are they required to be reported under EPA’s GHG Reporting Rule. In the proposed
Tailoring Rule, EPA proposed to calculate a source’s GHG emissions based upon EPA’s
Inventory of U.S. GHG Emissions and Sinks. The GHG Inventory excludes biomass emissions.

We think you would agree that renewable biomass should play a more significant role in
our nation’s energy policy. Unfortunately, the Tailoring Rule is discouraging the responsible
development and utilization of renewable biomass. It has already forced numerous biomass
energy projects into limbo. We are also concerned that it will impose new, unnecessary
regulations on the current use of biomass for energy.

We appreciate that EPA intends to seek further comments on how to address biomass
emissions under the PSD and Title V programs. With this rule, the agency has made a
fundamental change in policy with little explanation. We strongly encourage you to reconsider
this decision and immediately begin the process of seeking comments on it. In addition, we
appreciate Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack’s commitment to working with EPA on this
issue and encourage you to utilize the expertise of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.



Please let us know as soon as possible the agency’s plans on this matter. We appreciate
your attention to this important issue.

Sincerely,
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